
arly in our marriage Julie and I 
felt drawn to both adoption and 
the orphan, not aware of the 

adventure it would bring.  

In 2001 our home church, Northwood 
Community Church, in Dallas, Texas 
was working across many mission 
domains in Vietnam. I was privileged to 
go to Hanoi with our pastor. It was here 
that I came face-to-face for the first 
time with extreme poverty and the 
plight of the orphan.  I remember 
vividly how disturbing it was to 
experience first hand. 

We moved back to Louisville in 2004 
and got involved with the adoption 
ministry (although we had not yet 
adopted) at Southeast Christian and it 
was there that we met a number of 
other families committed to the 
fatherless.  Out of these relationships a 
core group of families bonded together 
to establish the Louisville Orphan Care 
Initiative (LOCI).

By partnering with local churches, 
LOCI works to mobilize the Body of 
Christ  (Romans 12:4) to care for the 
fatherless (James 1:27).  It has been a 
humbling and yet exciting 3-year 
journey as God has began work through 
us (and on us) to serve the fatherless.  
From the establishment of a $150,000 
adoption assistance fund, placing at-risk 
foster children in Christian businesses 
for internships, serving foster children 
and their families through basic needs 
drives and recruiting foster parents to 
trying to mobilize those called to His 
service in the care of orphans through 
this newsletter, we can see God’s hands 
at work.

Our family was quite excited and 
content with having moved into our 
new home in June and working 
diligently to advance LOCI when 
Children’s HopeChest came calling late 
last summer.  I had been involved with 
them for a number of years after 
reading their CEO’s book on orphan 
care called ‘Fields of the Fatherless’. 

 HopeChest works in Russia and Africa 
by connecting church, blog and 
business communities with the service 
of orphans and orphanages.  Our initial 
response was ‘no’ but our spirit could 
not get settled with the decision and in 
November we agreed to move to 
Colorado Springs in order for me to 
begin work with HopeChest.  Many 
‘ideals’ that I held as truths had to be 
set aside in order for us to make this 
most difficult decision, but we feel that 
we are following His clear call for our 
family.  I am currently commuting as we 
wait for our home to sell and look to 
settle in the Springs this summer.  I 
have begun a family blog at 
www.muddbus.com if you would like to 
follow us.  Please keep us in your prayer.

I have so many blessings to be thankful 
for including a wonderful and 
supportive wife, a family that is all in, 
our friends from LOCI and having 
Darren step in to LOCI at the ‘right 
time’.  I also must speak to the blessing 
that the business for which I spent the 
past 5 years, Telecom Decision Makers, 
has made and continues to make in our 
life.  

 It is indeed an adventure.  


 
 
 Bob Mudd
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A Review of LOCI’s Purpose
s you are reading in this newsletter or may have already heard, Bob Mudd and his family are relocating to 
Colorado.  As Bob and I met for the first time in September of last year, I had no idea what was in store for us.  
Stacia and I were in the midst of a second international adoption from Taiwan, but it seemed to be in stagnation.  

Through meeting Bob and getting familiar with LOCI, we became incredibly aware of the need for local children.  Our 
family has switched our focus to a local child in need of a forever family.  That is a bit of our story so far.

  After several discussions with Bob, Brad, and many others, I would like to take the opportunity to review LOCI’s 
mission, vision, strategy, and current organization.
 

Our Mission:

LOCI is to equip Christian families through the engagement of the local Church to provide loving care and/or homes for 
the fatherless.
 

Our Vision:

•  Bring Glory to our God – by obeying the biblical mandate to care for the fatherless

•  Bring Awareness to the Church – of the profound need for Christian Orphan and Foster care for the fatherless and the 
Biblical mandate to care for the same.

•  Empower the Church – to raise up families to care for and/or become effective foster and adoptive homes.

•  Insure that every orphan has the opportunity to be cared for in a safe and loving Christian home or environment.

•  Provide pre and post foster and adoptive support for families that result in the continued effectiveness and growth of 
the mission.
 

Our Organization & Focus: There are three general areas to LOCI.

•  Preparing Local Adoption and Foster Families

•  Local Foster Care Assistance

• International Adoption and Foster Care
 

While we will further all three areas, the primary focus is to engage the local community to become Foster/Adoption 
families and provide Local Foster Care Assistance.
 

Our Strategy: to attain the focus above LOCI is working to:

•  Become the “right hand’ of the State to gain credibility and trust by helping with local foster care assistance

•  Develop a portfolio of participation opportunities for the Christian church community to engage
 

This newsletter is listing various activities coming up over the next few months and provides opportunities to engage in 
the LOCI efforts.  This is the first quarterly newsletter to keep everyone updated.
 

I hope that you will keep the efforts of LOCI in your prayers, asking God to open doors where we can engage the 
Christian families of Louisville to care for the orphan per our biblical mandate.
 

Blessings,
 

Darren Washausen  

dlwashausen@insightbb.com

A
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Praise Report: How God has been using LOCI

Christmas Toy Store

  Throughout the month of  December 
2008, the ministry leaders of Southeast 
Christian Church, along with LOCI,  
launched a toy drive. Asking for 
donated toys and gift cards from the 
members of the congregation, they 
hoped to accumulate enough toys to 
provide a generous amount of 
Christmas gifts for hundreds of low 
income families in the community, as 
well as children in the foster care 
system. With high expectations and 
bright smiles, staff members stood 
ready at the doors of the church for 2 
consecutive weekends, accepting and 
categorizing the thousands of donated 
items that flooded in. The only 
requirements were that the toys be 
new and desirable for a child or 
teenager. 

  The response? Just days after the 
close of the drive, I walked into the 
activity center to find enthusiastic staff 
carefully lining long tables with new 
toys, games, music, coats - and more. 
Every item was placed within it’s 
corresponding age group, price range 
and gender appeal. The amount of toys 
piled onto these tables in a beautiful 
display was impressive! But what blew 
my mind was the dozen rooms in the 
back of the building, that remained 
literally overflowing with teddy-bears 
and trucks, hat and glove sets, games 
and rattles. There were hundreds of 
footballs, basketballs, soccer-balls, and 
skateboards, and dozens of purses, 
makeup kits, dolls and jewelry. 

Everything that a child could dream of 
finding underneath the tree on 
Christmas morning, was piled high on 
and around the tables of the neatly 
labeled rooms. 

  Who was to benefit from a drive like 
this?

  “This drive is just for families who 
otherwise wouldn’t have Christmas.” 
explained Janet Warren, of Southeast 
Christian Church, as she showed us 
the wide selection of toys these 
families would be provided with. 

  The children themselves would never 
enter this “store”, but rather the 
parents would have the opportunity to 
actually “shop” for their children’s 
gifts, and surprise the kids on 
Christmas morning. Each family was 
provided 1 $5-10 item, 2 $10-20 items 
and 1 $20+ item per child or teenager, 
which was then neatly gift-wrapped, 
before the parents were presented with  
gift-cards or actual food items to 
provide the family Christmas dinner. 

  Dave Stone, Senior Pastor of 
Southeast Christian Church 
announced the following weekend, 
that not only had 500 families and 
children in our own community been 
blessed with gifts and meals for this 
special holiday, but enough gifts had 
been donated to then support yet 
another Toy Store being hosted by a 
smaller church. 

In the words of LOCI volunteer Amy 
Coleman, “It’s about the families.”

Easter Passion

 LOCI was able to donate 200 tickets, 
to Homes For Families, for the 2009 
Easter Passion at Southeast Christian 
Church. While we have no solid 
numbers on how many tickets were 
actually used, we praise God that the 

opportunity to hear the Good News, 
was presented to so many through 
LOCI.

Adoption Grant Approved!

This winter LOCI was able to work 
with Lifesong International to provide 
Brent and Stacey-jean Inion, 
missionaries to the Philippines and 
parents to 8 children, with a special 
grant in order to complete the 
adoption process of their 1 year old 
baby Jerusha. 

Their incredible story can be followed 
at http://www.babyhomepages.net/
tenlittleinions. Below is a snippet from 
an email of thanksgiving that they sent 
to Lifesong International and LOCI  
when the grant was approved:

We just received your message... we are here  
in the Philippines reading and weeping with 
great joy and thanksgiving... My husband 
and I (holding baby dear) are hu%ing and 
crying over little baby Jerusha while she 
looks smilingly at us wondering why. A&er 
a', in her little heart she has been ours (om 
the beginning.   She has no idea how very 
close she came to a life of childhood 
prostitution on the streets of Manila. This 
grant wi' be a forever reminder of 
answered prayer. 

 May God greatly bless you a'.

 With Deepest Thanks,

 Brent and Stacey-jean Inion
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Upcoming Events

International Adoption Playgroup
Meets each Friday 11:45-1:00 in the Activities Center in Noah's Ark. Anyone having adopted internationally or is interested in 
adoption is invited to attend, children ages 6 and under (siblings welcome).  For information call Kathy Brooks 254-7049.

WE NEED YOUR HELP!!

Over the past year LOCI has distributed thousands of diapers and touched just as many families 
through the neighborhood centers.  Our supply has significantly dwindled, to the point of perhaps 
having enough for one more delivery. 

If you are interested in either buying a box of diapers and/or wipes or making a financial 
contribution to LOCI for these items, please contact the LOCI Hotline at (502) 238-1093.  All 
contributions are tax deductible.

APRIL

The Foster Care/Adoption Informational Meeting
April 7 / 6-8 PM / Southeast Christian Church This session provides an opportunity to find out more about the children in our 
state’s care that may be fostered or available for adoption. To find out more call 595-KIDS.

Adoption Seminar
Saturday, April 25 / 8:30 a.m. – Noon / Southeast Christian Church
Christians interested in expanding their family through adoption are invited to The Adoption Seminar.  The General Session will 
include:  Pre-adoption education, financial assistance awareness, Empty Bedrooms video, and adoptive support.  Workshops 
representing various adoption options will include Foster-to-Adopt, Domestic and International adoptions.                                                                        
To register: call (502) 253-8446 to have a registration form mailed to you.  Registrations and fees should be mailed to Southeast 
Christian Church, Attn: Parenting Groups 920 Blankenbaker Parkway, Louisville, KY 40243.  Although walk-ups are welcome, we 
can best plan your day if you will have your registration back to us one week prior to the seminar.  For additional information, 
contact Peggy Henderson at (502) 253-8446 or at phenderson@secc.org.

MAY

Welcome Summer!
May 23 / 8:00-1:00/ Thurman Hutchins Park (on River Road) This event will be an Out of School Picnic for Foster children, and 
small volunteer/job fair for the older kids.  There will be games, door prizes and a cook out.  We will need volunteers for set up, 
clean up, helping with games and cook out.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
Anyone who is interested in helping, please contact Stacia Washausen at 500-3028, or at srwash@insightbb.com.

International Adoption Playgroup
Meets each Friday 11:45-1:00 in the Activities Center in Noah's Ark. Anyone having adopted internationally or is interested in 
adoption is invited to attend, children ages 6 and under (siblings welcome).  For information call Kathy Brooks 254-7049.

The Foster Care/Adoption Informational Meeting
May 5 / 6-8 PM / Southeast Christian Church This session provides an opportunity to find out more about the children in our 
state’s care that may be fostered or available for adoption. To find out more call 595-KIDS.

Summer Opportunity!

Camp Freedom
July 6 - 10, (Counselors Arrive on July 5) - Please call for more details / Lions Camp Crescendo 
 
       
Kentucky Family Services is looking for LOCI volunteers to attend and work at Camp Freedom with Foster children this summer.        
If you are interested in volunteering please contact Billie Flannery, the administrator, at (502) 833-3554 or (502) 833-4427 and see 
more information at http://www.lions-campcrescendo.org/campfreedom.html If you do volunteer, please share your story by 
emailing Amy Coleman at amyc@tdm.cc or call the LOCI Hotline at (502) 238-1093.

Bocce Ball Tournament
April 11 / 6pm / Gotcha Bocce. Trinity World Outreach Center is having a Bocce Ball tournament on April 11th starting at 6 pm.  
The tournament is a fund raiser for the center’s own international adoption fund.  LOCI has offered to match the proceeds of the 
tournament to $2500.  For more information, please contact Kevin Mercer at (502) 495-9105.
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Who’s Who At LOCI?

elow is a loose description of the LOCI organization and the key people leading various efforts.  We 
will announce volunteer opportunities through newsletters and email distribution.  In the mean-time, if 

you have an interest in volunteering for LOCI, please call the LOCI Hotline at (502) 238-1093 with your 
interest, or contact one of the key people listed below.

B

s many of you may know, LOCI has been blessed with an international adoption fund that we use for matching 
grants or loans to Christian Families interested in adoption.  However, these funds have a narrow application and 

when it comes to funding our various activities for the local foster and adoption support, LOCI really has no funds.

 

We are in the process of receiving a 501c3 so that we can collect funds and goods that can supply the various needs of the 
orphans and foster children in our own community.  Officially, we can begin taking those tax deductible donations right 
now.  If you are interested in making financial donations to the international adoption or local foster care initiatives or 
donating goods to the local foster community, please call the LOCI Hotline.

A
WE NEED YOUR HELP!!


